


Friday, December 21, 2012, 6:00—10:00 p.m. 

Drawing from Darkness: darkspace is a collaborative group 
drawing event executed in near total darkness. It is in observance 
of Winter Solstice, the longest night of the year, while also 
celebrating the return of the sun as the next days welcome more 
and more light. The Solstice has been celebrated throughout the 
ages, marking the passage of time and the cycle of seasons. The 
veil between earth and the spiritual realm is thin, making access 
to creativity and elemental expression more accessible. This year 
Winter Solstice is on Friday, December 21, 2012. The numbers 12 
21 12 are considered auspicious in their repetition. Also, it is the 
start of the new Mayan calendar, further adding to the mystery of 
this date. 

Art has long been thought of as articulation out of the void which, 
in the middle ages (dark ages), was darkness. The masters started 
with a black canvas, a ground of black oil paint from which they 
would pull the forms. Drawing is elemental, like handwriting. It's 
close to thinking, like thinking out loud. It could be argued to be 
the first art practice. In the dark, there is a lack of control to the 
drawing. It can record movement in the space with the influence 
of sounds and music.  

For the event Drawing from Darkness: darkspace, there will be a 
large sheet of paper in the middle of the room. The room will be 
dark except for bit of light coming in from the reception area. A 
camera will be set up with a timed flash that will document the 
process, as well as producing occasional flashes of light to reveal 
the drawing to participants. Participants will be provided with 
medical booties to slip over their shoes and drawing apparatuses 
that extend the graphite from the hand a couple feet or more 
allowing them to draw upright. With the absence of sight, music 
will become the primary sensory element. An eclectic soundtrack 



is being crafted especially for this event by the DJ artist 
juanGoblin, consisting of four 45-minute pieces, each 
representing a different season. By event's end, we will have 
traversed an entire year through music. It promises to be a mind-
expanding journey through territory both familiar and foreign.	  
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